Press Release
Athlone Tidy Towns

Awards Ceremony and launch of Website
1st November 2011.
The Minister for the Environment, Heritage & local Government, Phil Hogan T.D. presented prizes this evening at the annual Awards ceremony sponsored by Athlone Tidy Towns and the Athlone Town Council. The Awards followed competitions for the best kept Estates, best presented Business & Schools, Public Buildings and the best kept Garden, which were held during Summer 2011. In addition, the Minister launched the new Athlone Tidy Towns Website, www.athlonetidytowns.ie, which will be used to generate public interest and involvement in town of Athlone and its environment. 
The Minister referred to the joint Tidy Towns /Athlone Town Council Three-year Strategic Plan, which was commissioned this Summer and has now been adopted for implementation.  He emphasised the importance of the nurturing a stronger level of voluntary participation in the efforts of Athlone Tidy Town by the general public and he thanked all those already signed up, in particular the voluntary effort made by members of Athlone Resident Associations, which was marked by this nights Awards ceremony.  He emphasised that the Tidy Towns Committees throughout Ireland play a major role to improve their environment and enhancing the attractiveness of Ireland from a tourist perspective.

He wished the Athlone Tidy Towns well in their future plans.
The Town Mayor, Councillor Alan Shaw, who is a member of the Tidy Towns Committee, welcomed the Minister to tonight’s event. He referred to the launch of the Website and the development of the Strategic Plan and called for a major drive in volunteerism in Athlone to help the Tidy Towns Committee implement their plan.
He acknowledged the financial contribution that the Town Council made to the committee and that Athlone is up for the challenge to build a team and transform our town in the coming years.
In opening the Awards ceremony the Chairman of Athlone Tidy Towns, John Butler thanked all those who participated in this year’s competitions and the many other community groups and Businesses who worked hard to make Athlone look attractive and litter free.

He particularly thanked the National Learning Network and the Probation Service for their efforts in assisting the Tidy Towns Committee. He also paid tribute to the Town Council for their ongoing support and co-operation.
The following prizes were awarded on the night:-

Estate Competition

Small Estates:-

1st   Prize Coosan Heath    - Awarded Dowling Perpetual Trophy 
2nd   Prize  Bramble Close

3rd    Prize Talbot Avenue

Medium Estates:-
1st    Prize  Garrycastle/Altown  - Award Plaque
2nd   Prize Arcadia Crescent/Highfield Court
3rd   Prize  Great Strand Area.

Garden Competition

Small Gardens:-

1st Prize   Christina Kelly, Tormey Villas

2nd Prize  Tom Colsh, Tormey Villas

3rd Prize   Marie Lawlor

Medium Gardens:-
1st Prize    Pat Murtagh,  McCormack Park

2nd Prize   David Brennan, 18 Altown

3rd Prize    Margie Stankard, Cartontroy

Large Gardens:-
1st Prize    David Costello, Creggan

2nd Prize    Sean Maloney, Garrycastle

3rd Prize   Hugh Connor, Garrycastle
Runner up prizes for Small Gardens:-

Matt Molloy  21 Altown

Marie Louis Tumulty, 4 Coosan Heath

Noel Lawlor 7 Wolf Tone Terrece.

Other Awards
Best Presented Second-level school:-

Athlone  Community College -  Awarded Sinead Ann Duffy Cup 

Best kept Primary level School :-

St Hildas -  Awarded Cup

Best kept Public Building:-

St Peters Church   - Awarded Plaque
Best Presented Business:-

Tormeys Solicitors Castle Street.   - Awarded Plaque

Best Street Shop Front:-

Left Bank Mall -Awarded Plaque
Best Shop Front:-

Graces – Mardyke Street. Awarded Pat Lohan Cup

